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Tb codserve water and
cut back on lawn weeds,
raise the height of yuur

. mower this week so that
you arc removing only one
third of the grass blade
when the lawn is two to
three inches tall. A lawn
allowed to grow taller in
the summer casts shade
onto thc roots to kcep
sun-loving wccds fronr
sprouting and conserves
the moisiure alrcady in the

.*oil. To make anv lawn look
.ll,@tter, remembci rirese two""t{ps: 

Sharpen the mowcr
lbr a cleaner cut and use
an edger or string trimmer
to outline the lawn with a
crisp, clean border.

Got hanging baskets?
Bountiful, hlooming baskets
are fantastic celebrations of
errmmr-ry qnril rrntrr ic rrthan

you can find fuchsia baskets
on sale to hangfrom a
shadcd porch, ivy gcraniums
in a container to splash
acro$$ a sunny patio and
mixed displays of blooming
annuals to brigirten every
part ofthe garden.

Here are some tips
for keeping ba*kets and
container gardens happy
onceyou take them home
form the nursery.

tteepyourbashfs
wat€rsd-butnottoo
ttluGh lncorrect watering is
the number one leason
containcr gardcns and
hanging baskets fail to
thrive. Mosthanging
baskcts need water cvery
single day - unless thcy are
subjcctcd to heavy rains or
cold nights. You need to
r:,.1,'r r!hlit rrnrr r^.' +L^

drainage run out ftom the
bottom of the pot. Don't
water a plant that looks
wilted without first poking
your {inger inio the soil.
Overwatering 0r poor
drainage will rot the roots
of any plant and the result is
a plant that looks thirsty but
is actually dnrwning. Pohe
yourbare finger into the soil
down to the first knuckle. If
the soil is rnoist, don't add
more water *. check fti see
that your pottcd plants arc
not be ing swarnped by rain
or sitting in a sauccr of their
own drainagc water.

DeadtGad - orget
snippy. F:uchsia baskets are
especially sensitive to faded
blooms. If you don't rcmove
the old flowers and the
berry-like bead just behind
,Lz" Llzf c^l$ ^f 4 1,,".L.:-

This is the time your backyard comes to life
he lastweek of |une is when
outdoor living really begins. Late

June is when sprucing up the yard
is inspired by Fourth btyuty parties

and outdoor summer living. Nurserjes are
still filled with flowers to lill your container
gardens and landscaped beds and it is not
too late to start a vegetable garden or plant
some incredible edibles such as blueberries,
cucumbers, herbs, and potted patio tomatoes
and peppers.

then the baslqet will stop
flowering as it puts encrgr
into secd fr-rrmation. Snip
bacl< petunias, verbcnias
and other overly
enthusiastic annuals in
baskets or pots if they start
to grow leggy. Remove the
spent blor:ms from
geraniums by bending back
the stem from where it is
attached to the trunk ofthe
geranium. You should feel a
satisfying snap when you
dead head geraniurns. Usc
your pinching fingers to
rcmove faded blooms from
other potted plants.

ftrffize-alot! plants in
pots cannot search out {bod
with long reaching roots.
Hangingbaskets do best
when they are fed with a
liquid plant food every week
-." but at a diluted level. If
you are notgoing to give
weak but weekly feedings to
your planls, then add a slow-
rclease plant food such as
Osmocote to the soil so that
tlrey can cnioy a constant
supply of nulrients even if
you forget to feed them.

Haueavacalftrn dan.
Avoid the heartbreak of
coming home to dirty
laundry and dead plants
when you refurn fiom
summer vacCition. The bcst
plant insurance is a trusted
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potted plants while you are
away but for short trips you
can soak your pots ancl then
move them into the shade
or place potted planls into a
shallow wading pool with a
fcw inchcs <lf water. Drip
irrigation on a timer is
another option to kecp your
plants hydrated forweeks at
atime.

Basltebdon'thawto
hang -. When you see
hanging basl<ets on sale this
week don't fret if you have
no placc to hang them"
Sirnply set thc baskr:t down
in a leaky bird bath or empty
pottumedupside down.
You can also bring the
basket home and carefirlly
deconstruct it or removc all
the plants from inside the
basket. If you immediately
plant and water thc plants
you just removed. you can
fill several dmaller
containerswith the
abundance of plants that fill
a large basket. Use a serrated
bread knife to saw through
thc roots so that each plant
hdi a root ball bcfore you
transplant them to a new
location.
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